
 

Faye Abrams 
 

The OCUFA Teaching and Academic Librarianship Awards Committee is honoured to 

present the 2007 Academic Librarianship Award to Faye Abrams. 

 

As Projects Officer of the Ontario Council of University Libraries, Faye Abrams has been 

the driving force behind the acquisition of consortium licenses for electronic resources 

for Ontario’s 20 OCUL member libraries. Though she may be invisible to the hundreds 

of thousands of university library users across the province who benefit from her work, 

librarians and faculty colleagues know her as a pioneer, advocate, and mentor who leads 

“with good humour and patience, evident mutual trust, and boundless energy.” 

 

The impact of her work for Ontario university libraries cannot be overestimated. Under 

her guidance, the OCUL Scholars Portal has expanded to include a variety of electronic 

resources and tools to support scholarship in the province.  As one appreciative colleague 

writes, “I can think of no academic librarian in Ontario who matches the enduring 

influence that Faye Abrams has had on the development and evolution of digital library 

services. Faculty and students in all Ontario universities have benefited significantly from 

the outcomes of her work.” 

 

Faye’s career has included a breadth of positions from cataloguer at McGill University, to 

Chief Librarian at the Bank of Montreal. At the University of Waterloo she held several 

management positions before her secondment in 1999 to her current position. She shares 

her expertise and passion for librarianship with students in library science, inspiring them 

to “to be risk takers, to salute opportunity, to embrace change in the world of academic 

libraries in the 21
st
 century.” 

 

One colleague sums up her contributions, which is echoed by all the supporting letters for 

her nomination: “While academic librarians are often in a position to transform their 

library and sometimes in a position to transform their university, it is rare indeed that a 

librarian achieves the stature, influence, and respect to enable them to transform libraries 

and universities at a provincial and even a national level. Faye has done this through a 

series of contributions that have forever changed the way libraries function and the way 

that library support is provided for teaching, learning and research in Ontario and 

throughout Canada.” 

 

We warmly congratulate Faye Abrams for her outstanding contributions and dedication 

to the betterment of Ontario’s university libraries.  


