OCUFA Provincial Party Platform Survey
Provincial Election 2022

Introduction

The Ontario Confederation of University Faculty Associations (OCUFA) is the voice of 17,000
full-time and contract university faculty and academic librarians in 30 member associations
across Ontario. We are policy and research leaders in higher education and are committed
to enhancing the quality of university education in Ontario.

We are requesting your responses to our provincial party platform survey questions as
outlined below. These questions are informed by the postsecondary education priorities as
set by Ontario university faculty and academic librarians. The results of this survey will be
released publicly and distributed to faculty members and students across Ontario
campuses.

We would appreciate it if you could respond by April 28. You can send your responses, as
well as any questions about the survey, to Mina Rajabi Paak at mrajabi@ocufa.on.ca.

Investing in Ontario’s recovery

Universities are vital institutions within our communities and in the province. They deliver
education to thousands of students, create vibrant campus communities, produce thought-
provoking and groundbreaking research that drives innovation, provide good jobs that
support local economies, and provide solutions to society’s most pressing problems.
Government commitment to postsecondary education is essential for sustaining these
institutions and their contributions to Ontario’s economic, social, and cultural health, and is
more important than ever given the COVID-19 pandemic and the urgent need for post-
pandemic recovery. OCUFA’s recent public opinion polls show that the majority of Ontarians
believe in the important role universities will play in the post-pandemic recovery.

QUESTION: What is your party’s vision for post-pandemic recovery in Ontario and what
supports will you be providing to universities as engines of research, innovation, and
education in the province?

Response:

Click or tap here to enter text.

The Ford Conservatives' underfunding of post-secondary institutions has limited their ability to keep class sizes small, offer
faculty members full-time contracts and the expand research and scholarly work. An Ontario Liberal government will build
up higher learning. We'll invest $1 billion over four years and increase operating grants so that post secondary institutions
to create new programs to help students keep up with the dynamic labour market, provide students with greater support in
their academic journey and most importantly allow schools not have to rely solely on tuition increases to make
transformational changes to assist them in maintaining their reputations as global leaders in education, research and
scholarly work.
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Fairness for contract faculty

Full-time faculty hiring has stagnated at Ontario’s universities, while the reliance on contract
faculty has increased. Rather than serving as a temporary measure to accommodate
significant enrolment increases in the early 2000s, the use of contract faculty has become
an entrenched strategy to reduce costs in universities across Ontario. It is widely
acknowledged that sessional faculty are often paid less than their full-time colleagues for
performing teaching work of equal value. Research also suggests that the majority of
contract faculty are women, making fairness for contract faculty an issue of equity. Contract
faculty are highly qualified teachers and researchers, but their conditions of work do not
allow them to contribute to their fullest potential in the classroom or provide the educational
continuity that students deserve. Job insecurity reduces their ability to follow through with
students and provide them with the ongoing support and guidance that will help them excel.
It is time for the provincial government to take leadership on the issue.

QUESTION: How will your party address precarious work at Ontario universities and will
your party commit to delivering job security, and providing funding to ensure faculty
renewal?

Response:

Click or tap here to enter text.

Economic dignity is one of the key pillars of our platforms. We recognize that the current precarious nature
of work harms contract faculty members as well as students. It is entirely contrary to the value of economic
dignity. We will support postsecondary institutions to create full-time, stable, permanently funded positions.
We are committed to working with the universities and colleges to ensure reliable and sufficient operational
funding so that the post-secondary institutions can plan ahead, offer more full-time positions, attract and
retain talent from around the world, and most importantly provide students with exceptional learning
experience. We will also repeal Bill 124 that was introduced by the Ford Conservatives to cap wages of
public sector workers including faculty members of universities and colleges.

QUESTION: Will your party implement and fund new labour laws, including equal pay for
work of equivalent value provisions for university contract faculty?

Response:

Click or tap here to enter text.

When they took office, Ford's Conservative government scrapped basic,
common-sense worker protections. We'll bring back these protections, including one
that ensures everyone is paid equally and fairly for the work they do regardless of
gender or employment status — including part-time, casual and temporary workers.
This will help, among many others, the contract faculty members in universities and
colleges by ensuring that they get paid fairly and equitably for work of equivalent value.




Public sector wage constraints and Bill 124

The 2019 Protecting a Sustainable Public Sector for Future Generations Act (aka Bill 124),
legislated by the Ontario government was a clear attack on the right to free and fair
collective bargaining, a threat to pay equity and benefits for contract faculty and other
marginalized workers, and an erosion of the foundations of Ontario’s important public
services. This legislation was put forward without any evidence of how a wage cap would
impact the Treasury or the provincial deficit. This has been especially concerning for
professors, academic librarians, and other university workers in the province, as they
negotiate their contracts with and get paid by universities, not the government.

The government’s imposition of a one per cent wage cap, has put contract faculty at further
risk. Their already low real incomes have been and continue to be decreased further since
inflation rates outpace the government’s legislated wage cap.

QUESTION: Will your party repeal the legislated wage constraints introduced under Bill
1242

Response:

Click or tap here to enter text.

We will repeal Bill 124. We will negotiate with public sector workers in good faith and
uphold their Charter protected rights. Bill 124 is an insult to the hardworking women
and men who keep our province running and serve its residents diligently.

University funding

Strong public funding for universities is necessary to support excellence in teaching and
research, and accessible postsecondary education for Ontarians from diverse backgrounds.
On a per-student basis, public funding has been on a downward trend in Ontario since it last
peaked in 2008-09. Since then, per-student funding has been declining. On a per-student
basis, Ontario’s funding for universities has fallen further and further behind the rest of the
country over the last decade. In 2019-20, the last year for which data is available, the
average level of per-student funding in Ontario was $7,425 compared to $12,930 for the
rest of the country.



QUESTION: Will your party commit to increased investments to bring core provincial
funding for Ontario universities up to the national average, or greater, to create the
postsecondary sector Ontarians deserve?

Response:

Click or tap here to enter text.

We'll invest $1 billion over the next four years to increase operating grants to allow postsecondary institutions to create new
programs and expand existing ones while attracting and retaining the best and the brightest academic talent from all over the world.

We will also enhance support for the students so that cost never becomes a barrier to learning and training. Our government will
reverse the cuts to OSAP making it more generous and easier to access. We will eliminate interest on provincial student loans as
well as streamline and expand the eligibility criteria of OSAP so that students of all ages and interests can use OSAP as the
singular platform from where they can receive the required financial support to ensure their academic and professional success.

Northern Ontario universities face unique financial and program challenges as a result of
providing university education and research programs suited to the needs of the specific
geographical location, population, and social, cultural, and economic factors present in the
extensive geographical area they serve. The unique mandates of Northern universities and
their particular circumstances result in challenges that are not shared by other institutions
in the province. It is important to note that the Northern Ontario University Grant has been
created to specifically address the challenges faced by Ontario’s northern institutions.

This vital source of funding, however, has been stagnant for over a decade with no increases
or adjustments to keep up with inflation. Similarly, the government has failed to ensure that
funding for the Bilingual Grant and the Special Purpose Funding envelope keep up with the
growing student body and the needs of institutions.

QUESTION: Will your party commit to meaningful increases to the Northern and Bilingual
grants in recognition of the important mandate of northern and bilingual institutions and
the particular challenges they face?

Response:

Click or tap here to enter text.

Yes, an Ontario Liberal government will invest in the sustainability of Northern post-secondary institutions including
Laurentian University, the Université de Sudbury and Indigenous Institutes through a $50 million annual increase in
funding. We will equip these institutions with digital teaching tools so that students can complete assessments without
traveling long distances. We'll establish Université de Sudbury as an independent francophone university with an
arrangement to make it easy for students to transfer credits from other institutions particularly Laurentian University. We’ll
strengthen the coordination of French-language universities across the province, work to reduce credit transfer barriers and
invest in cost-effective post-secondary learning models, such as La Cité’s MobiliCité.




QUESTION: Will your party commit to an increase in special purpose funding, particularly
for Indigenous programming and supports?

Response:

Click or tap here to enter text.

We are committed to implementing the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action by working with and learning from Indigenous
peoples and First Nations, guided by the principles of self-determination, reciprocity, and mutual recognition of nationhood. We will expand
opportunities to learn First Nations languages, allow Indigenous elders to teach Indigenous language classes, and recognize and celebrate
significant contributions of Indigenous peoples to Ontario and Canada. We'll also partner to expand and strengthen Ontario’s Indigenous
Institutes to increase opportunities for diplomas, certificates and degrees in culturally enriched settings with permanent funding and invest $2
million in First Nations Public Libraries since only 30% of First Nations reserves have libraries. Finally, we must acknowledge that Indigenous
people have long been the stewards of our land, air and water. We will encourage postsecondary institutions to advance reforms in academic
curriculum and staffing that allow students to gain Indigenous perspectives.

For many years, the government has allocated operating funding based primarily on student
enrolment. In 2021 a new model of funding was implemented that is tied to performance,
as measured by a series of metrics. OCUFA has been vocal in opposing performance-based
funding schemes and competitive models of university funding. By design, performance-
based funding works against quality improvement by withholding funds from universities
that fail to meet prescribed targets. This approach to funding punishes students at
institutions unable to meet their targets and makes it more difficult for those institutions to
improve.

QUESTION: Will your party repeal the performance-based funding model for Ontario’s
universities?

Response:

Click or tap here to enter text.

We will work collaboratively with universities and stakeholders to develop a funding
model that will ensure financial sustainability, advance research and teaching
excellence, allow them to keep up with the growth needed to meet the demand of the
future, provide students with equitable learning, engagement and extra-curricular
opportunities, create and mobilize knowledge and maintain their global reputation.

Accessible postsecondary education

For years now, Ontario has consistently had amongst the highest tuition fees in Canada for
domestic students at the undergraduate and graduate levels, and the highest tuition fees in
Canada - by far - for international students. OCUFA has been critical of the exponential rise
in tuition fees as a clear barrier to access, and one which has been encouraged to make up
for the chronic underfunding of universities and postsecondary education. OCUFA has also
repeatedly cautioned against universities increased reliance on international students’
tuition fees, as evidenced by the sudden and severe impact on revenues for some
institutions during the COVID-19 pandemic.



QUESTION: What is your party’s plan for improving access to postsecondary education for
students from all socioeconomic backgrounds and reducing public universities’ reliance
on tuition fees?

Response:

Click or tap here to enter text.

We will reverse the devastating cuts to OSAP funding and streamline it so that it can be the singular window where
students of all ages and academic interests can find all kinds of financial support that they require to pursue higher
learning. We will issue more grants under OSAP and eliminate interest on provincial student loans. We will waive
post-secondary institutions' application fees for students from low-income households. We will fully cover the tuition fees for
students enrolled in nursing, medical, early childhood education and personal support work programs so long as they are
committed to working for a while in remote, Northern and under-served communities upon graduation. We will increase
operational grants for post-secondary institutions so that they can keep their tuition from rising.

Will your party reverse the cuts to OSAP and respond to calls from student groups to
convert student loans to grants and address the student debt crisis?

Response:

Click or tap here to enter text.

The Ontario Student Assistance Program (OSAP) helps students pay for college and university, but the Ford Conservatives cut the program’s
budget by more than half — forcing thousands of students to take on more debt or leave school. We'll reverse these damaging cuts, offer more
grants that students never have to pay back and ensure no qualified student is prevented from pursuing higher learning due to a lack of
resources. This will include waiving post-secondary application fees for students in need. We’'ll also keep tuition costs from rising and
eliminate the interest rate so that current and future student loans can become easier to pay off. As well, we’ll simplify OSAP and expand
eligibility — making it the ‘one window’ people go to for help to learn at any stage of life by also integrating employment training supports.
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