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MethodologyMethodology

A total of 1000 telephone interviews were A total of 1000 telephone interviews were 
conducted with adult Ontarians between conducted with adult Ontarians between 
January 4January 4thth and 11and 11thth, 2005. , 2005. 

The margin of error for a sample of this The margin of error for a sample of this 
size is +/size is +/-- 3.1 percentage points within a 3.1 percentage points within a 
confidence interval of 95%. confidence interval of 95%. 



The Public Opinion The Public Opinion 
EnvironmentEnvironment



Most Important Issue: Most Important Issue: 
Winter 2005Winter 2005

OverallOverall
(%)(%)

16 (+8)16 (+8)

6 (+2)6 (+2)

4 (4 (--8)8)

33

IssueIssue

EducationEducation

EconomyEconomy

TaxesTaxes

PovertyPoverty

Q. What is the Q. What is the most important issuemost important issue facing the Ontario facing the Ontario 
provincial government today?provincial government today?

Health CareHealth Care 51 (+9)51 (+9)

( ) Denotes change since June 2004.( ) Denotes change since June 2004.



Government RecordGovernment Record
on PS Educationon PS Education



Very lowVery low
prioritypriority

(%)(%)

<1 (<1 (--1)1)

<1 (n/c)<1 (n/c)
<1 (<1 (--1)1)
1 (n/c)1 (n/c)
<1 (<1 (--1)1)

<1 (n/c)<1 (n/c)
<1 (<1 (--1)1)

PS Education: PS Education: What Priority?What Priority?

LowLow
prioritypriority

(%)(%)

2 (2 (--6)6)

<1 (<1 (--8)8)
<1 (<1 (--8)8)
<1 (<1 (--8)8)
3 (3 (--10)10)
10 (10 (--2)2)
5 (n/c)5 (n/c)

Very highVery high
prioritypriority

(%)(%)

55 (+27)55 (+27)

56 (+25)56 (+25)
54 (+35)54 (+35)
67 (+40)67 (+40)
46 (+23)46 (+23)
59 (+36)59 (+36)
52 (+20)52 (+20)

HighHigh
prioritypriority

(%)(%)

40 (40 (--21)21)

44 (44 (--13)13)
46 (46 (--23)23)
23 (23 (--40)40)
45 (45 (--14)14)
24 (24 (--38)38)
40 (40 (--18)18)

Q. Should Q. Should postpost--secondary education be asecondary education be a very high priority, very high priority, 
high priority, low priority or very low priorityhigh priority, low priority or very low priority for the Ontario for the Ontario 
government?government?

OverallOverall

MetroMetro
SCSC
EastEast
CNCN
NorthNorth
GTAGTA

( ) Denotes change since June 2004.( ) Denotes change since June 2004.

= 95%= 95%



Very lowVery low
prioritypriority

(%)(%)

<1 (<1 (--1)1)

<1 (<1 (--1)1)
<1 (n/c)<1 (n/c)

<1 (<1 (--1)1)
<1 (n/c)<1 (n/c)

Priority of PSE: Priority of PSE: 
SocioSocio--Demographic GroupsDemographic Groups

LowLow
prioritypriority

(%)(%)

2 (2 (--6)6)

1 (1 (--7)7)
4 (4 (--3)3)

3 (3 (--3)3)
2 (2 (--5)5)

Very highVery high
prioritypriority

(%)(%)

55 (+27)55 (+27)

56 (+30)56 (+30)
53 (+24)53 (+24)

51 (+17)51 (+17)
57 (+27)57 (+27)

HighHigh
prioritypriority

(%)(%)

40 (40 (--21)21)

41 (41 (--19)19)
39 (39 (--22)22)

44 (44 (--10)10)
38 (38 (--23)23)

Q. Should postQ. Should post--secondary education be a secondary education be a very high priority, very high priority, 
high priority, low priority or very low priorityhigh priority, low priority or very low priority for the Ontario for the Ontario 
government?government?

OverallOverall

MenMen
WomenWomen

KidsKids
No kidsNo kids

( ) Denotes change since June 2004.( ) Denotes change since June 2004.



Focus: Focus: 
QUALITYQUALITY



Major Axes of Investigation Major Axes of Investigation ––
Focus: QUALITY  Focus: QUALITY  

OverallOverall
RatingRating

8.918.91

8.168.16

7.787.78

AFFORDABILITYAFFORDABILITY

ACCESSACCESS

Q. Q. RE: postRE: post--secondary education in Ontariosecondary education in Ontario using a scale using a scale 
where 1 is “not at all concerned” and 10 is “very where 1 is “not at all concerned” and 10 is “very 
concerned,” concerned,” how concerned are youhow concerned are you with…with…

QUALITYQUALITY



Quality of PS Education: Quality of PS Education: 
Level of ConcernLevel of Concern

RatingRating

7.05 (+0.12)7.05 (+0.12)
8.45 (+0.83)8.45 (+0.83)

7.75 (7.75 (--0.31)0.31)
7.76 (+0.22)7.76 (+0.22)

RatingRating

7.78 (+0.50)7.78 (+0.50)

8.55 (+1.30)8.55 (+1.30)
8.23 (+0.41)8.23 (+0.41)
7.92 (+1.06)7.92 (+1.06)
7.52 (+0.95)7.52 (+0.95)
6.72 (6.72 (--0.17)0.17)
5.42 (5.42 (--1.84)1.84)

Q. Using a scale where 1 is “not at all concerned” and 10 is Q. Using a scale where 1 is “not at all concerned” and 10 is 
“very concerned,” “very concerned,” how concerned are you with the how concerned are you with the overalloverall
qualityquality of postof post--secondary education in Ontario?secondary education in Ontario?

OverallOverall

MetroMetro
GTAGTA
SCSC
NorthNorth
CNCN
EastEast

MenMen
WomenWomen

KidsKids
No KidsNo Kids



Don’t knowDon’t know
(%)(%)

1818

77
2929
4141
1616
2424
1212

PostPost--Secondary Education: Secondary Education: 
Improved?Improved?

DeclinedDeclined
(%)(%)

2424

4444
55
1515
2828
2121
1818

ImprovedImproved
(%)(%)

99

88
<1<1
33

2222
1717
1414

Stayed the Stayed the 
samesame
(%)(%)

4949

4141
6565
4141
3434
3838
5656

Q. Do you think the Q. Do you think the quality of postquality of post--secondary education in secondary education in 
Ontario has Ontario has improved since the Liberalsimproved since the Liberals first took power?first took power?

MetroMetro
SCSC
EastEast
CNCN
NorthNorth
GTAGTA

OverallOverall



Don’t knowDon’t know
(%)(%)

1818

1717
1919

1111
2323

Improved PSE?: Improved PSE?: 
SocioSocio--Demographic GroupsDemographic Groups

DeclinedDeclined
(%)(%)

2424

2828
2020

1111
3333

ImprovedImproved
(%)(%)

99

99
1010

88
1111

Stayed the Stayed the 
samesame
(%)(%)

4949

4646
5252

7070
3434

MenMen
WomenWomen

KidsKids
No KidsNo Kids

OverallOverall

Q. Do you think the Q. Do you think the quality of postquality of post--secondary education in secondary education in 
Ontario has Ontario has improved since the Liberalsimproved since the Liberals first took power?first took power?



High Quality PS Education: High Quality PS Education: 
Key ElementsKey Elements

Overall Overall 
RatingRating

8.34 (+0.37)8.34 (+0.37)
8.15 (+0.21)8.15 (+0.21)
7.97 (+0.07)7.97 (+0.07)
7.79 (+0.60)7.79 (+0.60)
7.58 (+0.09)7.58 (+0.09)
7.54 (+0.56)7.54 (+0.56)

7.177.17
6.556.55

6.52 (+0.56)6.52 (+0.56)

ElementsElements

More upMore up--toto--date technologydate technology
More government fundingMore government funding
Expanded grant & loan programsExpanded grant & loan programs
Smaller class sizesSmaller class sizes
More fullMore full--time facultytime faculty
Lower studentLower student--faculty ratiofaculty ratio
Updated buildings and facilitiesUpdated buildings and facilities
More partMore part--time/contract facultytime/contract faculty
Higher admission standardsHigher admission standards

Q. On a scale where 1 is “not at all important” and 10 is “very Q. On a scale where 1 is “not at all important” and 10 is “very 
important,” important,” how important are the following to how important are the following to ensure a highensure a high--
qualityquality postpost--secondary education?secondary education?

( ) Denotes change since June 2004.( ) Denotes change since June 2004.



Professor/Student Ratio: Professor/Student Ratio: 
Public OpinionPublic Opinion

OverallOverall
(%)(%)

14 (14 (--8)8)

71 (+11)71 (+11)

Universities are operating Universities are operating 
more efficiently and doing more efficiently and doing 
more with lessmore with less

Universities are becoming Universities are becoming 
more impersonal and lower more impersonal and lower 
qualityquality

Q. Q. RE: High P/S ratiosRE: High P/S ratios which is closer to your own view…?which is closer to your own view…?

Don’t Know   15%Don’t Know   15%



Universities are Universities are 
using resources using resources 
efficiently.efficiently.

Universities are Universities are 
becoming more becoming more 
impersonal.impersonal.

DKDK

OverallOverall
(%)(%)

14 (14 (--8)8)

15 (15 (--4)4)

MenMen
(%)(%)

15 (15 (--10)10)

22 (+1)22 (+1)

WomenWomen
(%)(%)

14 (14 (--4)4)

8 (8 (--8)8)

Professor/Student Ratio: Professor/Student Ratio: 
SocioSocio--Demographic GroupsDemographic Groups

KidsKids
(%)(%)

15 (15 (--4)4)

5 (5 (--11)11)

No kidsNo kids
(%)(%)

14 (14 (--7)7)

19 (+5)19 (+5)

71 (+11)71 (+11) 63 (+9)63 (+9) 78 (+13)78 (+13) 80 (+15)80 (+15) 66 (+2)66 (+2)

Q. Q. RE: High P/S ratiosRE: High P/S ratios which is closer to your own view…?which is closer to your own view…?



Focus: Focus: 
OPPORTUNITYOPPORTUNITY



Major Axes of Investigation Major Axes of Investigation ––
Focus: OPPORTUNITY Focus: OPPORTUNITY 

OverallOverall
RatingRating

8.918.91

8.168.16

7.787.78

AFFORDABILITYAFFORDABILITY

QUALITYQUALITY

Q. Q. RE: postRE: post--secondary education in Ontariosecondary education in Ontario using a scale using a scale 
where 1 is “not at all concerned” and 10 is “very where 1 is “not at all concerned” and 10 is “very 
concerned,” concerned,” how concerned are youhow concerned are you with…with…

ACCESSACCESS



Access to PS Education: Access to PS Education: 
Level of ConcernLevel of Concern

RatingRating

7.76 (+0.65)7.76 (+0.65)
8.54 (+0.76)8.54 (+0.76)

8.40 (+0.48)8.40 (+0.48)
8.16 (+0.62)8.16 (+0.62)

RatingRating

8.16 (+0.71)8.16 (+0.71)

8.80 (+1.52)8.80 (+1.52)
8.32 (+1.03)8.32 (+1.03)
8.07 (+1.01)8.07 (+1.01)
7.94 (+0.10)7.94 (+0.10)
7.38 (7.38 (--0.30)0.30)
7.03 (7.03 (--0.06)0.06)

Q. Using a scale where 1 is “not at all concerned” and 10 is Q. Using a scale where 1 is “not at all concerned” and 10 is 
“very concerned,” “very concerned,” how concerned are you with how concerned are you with accessaccess to to 
postpost--secondary education in Ontario?secondary education in Ontario?

OverallOverall

MetroMetro
CNCN
SCSC
GTAGTA
EastEast
NorthNorth

MenMen
WomenWomen

KidsKids
No KidsNo Kids



““Access” to PS Education: Access” to PS Education: 
Public PerceptionPublic Perception

OverallOverall
(%)(%)

2929

1313

1111

55

55

44

Affordable / Cheap / Inexpensive feesAffordable / Cheap / Inexpensive fees

Opportunity / Able to attend collegeOpportunity / Able to attend college

Everyone / Individual / EducationEveryone / Individual / Education

Children key to successChildren key to success

Accessible / Attainable / UnrestrictedAccessible / Attainable / Unrestricted

Fairness / Equality / RightsFairness / Equality / Rights

Q. RE: the Q. RE: the “access”“access” to postto post--secondary education in Ontario, secondary education in Ontario, 
what does it what does it mean to youmean to you??



PS Education: PS Education: Future Importance?Future Importance?

OverallOverall
(%)(%)

7 (7 (--10)10)

3 (n/c)3 (n/c)

<1 (<1 (--1)1)

No more nor less importantNo more nor less important

Less importantLess important

Much less importantMuch less important

Q. How important do you think it will be to have a university Q. How important do you think it will be to have a university 
degree degree 10 years from now10 years from now compared to it’s importance compared to it’s importance 
today?today?

Much more importantMuch more important 65 (+28)65 (+28)

More importantMore important 23 (23 (--10)10)
= 88%= 88%



Focus: Focus: 
AFFORDABILITYAFFORDABILITY



Major Axes of Investigation Major Axes of Investigation ––
Focus: OPPORTUNITY Focus: OPPORTUNITY 

OverallOverall
RatingRating

8.918.91

8.168.16

7.787.78

ACCESSACCESS

QUALITYQUALITY

Q. Q. RE: postRE: post--secondary education in Ontariosecondary education in Ontario using a scale using a scale 
where 1 is “not at all concerned” and 10 is “very where 1 is “not at all concerned” and 10 is “very 
concerned,” concerned,” how concerned are youhow concerned are you with…with…

AFFORDABILITYAFFORDABILITY



““Affordability” of PS Education: Affordability” of PS Education: 
Level of ConcernLevel of Concern

RatingRating

8.58 (+0.75)8.58 (+0.75)
9.22 (+0.62)9.22 (+0.62)

9.32 (+0.48)9.32 (+0.48)
8.61 (+0.16)8.61 (+0.16)

RatingRating

8.91 (+0.68)8.91 (+0.68)

9.70 (+1.46)9.70 (+1.46)
8.92 (+0.89)8.92 (+0.89)
8.75 (+0.06)8.75 (+0.06)
8.68 (+0.07)8.68 (+0.07)
8.40 (+0.75)8.40 (+0.75)
7.45 (+0.15)7.45 (+0.15)

Q. Using a scale where 1 is “not at all concerned” and 10 is Q. Using a scale where 1 is “not at all concerned” and 10 is 
“very concerned,” “very concerned,” how concerned are you with the how concerned are you with the 
affordabilityaffordability of postof post--secondary education in Ontario?secondary education in Ontario?

OverallOverall

MetroMetro
EastEast
CNCN
GTAGTA
SCSC
NorthNorth

MenMen
WomenWomen

KidsKids
No KidsNo Kids



Don’t knowDon’t know
(%)(%)

11 (11 (--6)6)

11 (11 (--9)9)
10 (10 (--3)3)

15 (+3)15 (+3)
8 (8 (--4)4)

Current Student Tuition: Current Student Tuition: 
SocioSocio--Demographic GroupsDemographic Groups

About rightAbout right
(%)(%)

22 (+2)22 (+2)

29 (+7)29 (+7)
15 (15 (--2)2)

13 (13 (--2)2)
26 (+2)26 (+2)

Too highToo high
(%)(%)

65 (+2)65 (+2)

57 (+1)57 (+1)
73 (+3)73 (+3)

71 (71 (--2)2)
63 (63 (--1)1)

Too lowToo low
(%)(%)

3 (+2)3 (+2)

3 (+1)3 (+1)
3 (+3)3 (+3)

2 (+2)2 (+2)
3 (+2)3 (+2)

Q. Do you think current student tuition fees at Ontario’s publicQ. Do you think current student tuition fees at Ontario’s public
universities are universities are too high, too low or about right?too high, too low or about right?

OverallOverall

MenMen
WomenWomen

KidsKids
No KidsNo Kids



Tuition Freeze: Tuition Freeze: Public SupportPublic Support

Q. Do you Q. Do you support or opposesupport or oppose Dalton Dalton McGuinty’sMcGuinty’s twotwo--year tuition year tuition 
freeze at all universities across Ontario?freeze at all universities across Ontario?

SUPPORTSUPPORT
92%92%

Don’t know Don’t know –– 3%3%

Oppose Oppose -- 5%5%



Promise of Tuition Freeze: Promise of Tuition Freeze: 
Public OpinionPublic Opinion

OverallOverall
(%)(%)

1212

8181

Keeping the promise and fair Keeping the promise and fair 
to students.to students.

Breaking the spirit of the Breaking the spirit of the 
promise.promise.

Q. If the government keeps its promise, but Q. If the government keeps its promise, but then introduces a then introduces a 
substantial tuition substantial tuition increase immediatelyincrease immediately after the freeze ends, after the freeze ends, 
is that…?is that…?

Don’t Know   6%Don’t Know   6%



Keeping the Keeping the 
promise and promise and 
fair to students.fair to students.

Breaking the Breaking the 
spirit of the spirit of the 
promise.promise.

DKDK

OverallOverall
(%)(%)

1212

66

MenMen
(%)(%)

66

55

WomenWomen
(%)(%)

1818

88

Promise of Tuition Freeze: Promise of Tuition Freeze: 
SocioSocio--Demographic GroupsDemographic Groups

KidsKids
(%)(%)

99

44

No kidsNo kids
(%)(%)

1414

88

8181 8989 7474 8787 7777

Q. If the government keeps its promise, Q. If the government keeps its promise, but then introduces a but then introduces a 
substantial tuition substantial tuition increase immediatelyincrease immediately after the freeze ends, after the freeze ends, 
is that…?is that…?



Not at all Not at all 
concernedconcerned

(%)(%)

11

<1<1
<1<1
<1<1
33
77
22

Ability to Attend Universities: Ability to Attend Universities: 
Level of ConcernLevel of Concern

Not very Not very 
concernedconcerned

(%)(%)

33

<1<1
55
33
66

<1<1
33

Very Very 
concernedconcerned

(%)(%)

6868

9292
7070
5454
5757
8686
5252

Somewhat Somewhat 
concernedconcerned

(%)(%)

2626

88
2525
3232
3434
77
4242

Q. Are you Q. Are you concerned that concerned that young Ontarians will not be able to young Ontarians will not be able to 
attendattend a universitya university, even if they are qualified?, even if they are qualified?

MetroMetro
SCSC
EastEast
CNCN
NorthNorth
GTAGTA

OverallOverall



Not at all Not at all 
concernedconcerned

(%)(%)

11

<1<1
22

11
11

Ability to Attend Universities: Ability to Attend Universities: 
Level of ConcernLevel of Concern

Not very Not very 
concernedconcerned

(%)(%)

33

66
<1<1

<1<1
33

Very Very 
concernedconcerned

(%)(%)

6868

7373
6464

6262
7474

Somewhat Somewhat 
concernedconcerned

(%)(%)

2626

1919
3333

3737
2020

MenMen
WomenWomen

KidsKids
No KidsNo Kids

OverallOverall

Q. Are you Q. Are you concerned that concerned that young Ontarians will not be able to young Ontarians will not be able to 
attendattend a universitya university, even if they are qualified?, even if they are qualified?



Ability to Attend University: Ability to Attend University: 
Reason for ConcernReason for Concern

OverallOverall
(%)(%)

4949

2727

1414

77

33

Lack of financial assistanceLack of financial assistance

Inability to accommodateInability to accommodate

Higher entrance requirementsHigher entrance requirements

DKDK

Q. Q. WhyWhy are you concernedare you concerned about young Ontarians not being about young Ontarians not being 
able to attend university in Ontario?able to attend university in Ontario?

Higher tuition feesHigher tuition fees



Making PSE Affordable: Making PSE Affordable: SolutionsSolutions

OverallOverall
(%)(%)

32 (+9)32 (+9)

31 (+3)31 (+3)

21 (+3)21 (+3)

10 (10 (--1)1)

6 (6 (--13)13)

Government grantsGovernment grants

MeritMerit--based scholarshipsbased scholarships

Student’s own employmentStudent’s own employment

DKDK

Q. Q. What do you think would be theWhat do you think would be the best solutionbest solution for qualified for qualified 
students who can’t afford university tuition?students who can’t afford university tuition?

Government loansGovernment loans



Don’t knowDon’t know
(%)(%)

44

<1<1
88
33

<1<1
2525
88

““Go Now, Pay Later” Policy (1):Go Now, Pay Later” Policy (1):
Public OpinionPublic Opinion

SupportSupport
(%)(%)

4242

4848
3434
5353
5151
<1<1
3131

OpposeOppose
(%)(%)

5454

5252
5858
4444
4949
7575
6161

Q. Would you Q. Would you support higher tuition fees support higher tuition fees ifif the the gov’tgov’t put in place put in place 
a “go now, pay later” policya “go now, pay later” policy so that students don’t pay until so that students don’t pay until 
after they leave school?after they leave school?

OverallOverall

MetroMetro
SCSC
EastEast
CNCN
NorthNorth
GTAGTA



Don’t knowDon’t know
(%)(%)

44

<1<1
88

1212
11

““Go Now, Pay Later” Policy (1):Go Now, Pay Later” Policy (1):
SocioSocio--Demographic GroupsDemographic Groups

SupportSupport
(%)(%)

4242

4444
4040

2121
5252

OpposeOppose
(%)(%)

5454

5656
5353

6868
4848

OverallOverall

MenMen
WomenWomen

KidsKids
No KidsNo Kids

Q. Would you Q. Would you support higher tuition fees support higher tuition fees ifif the the gov’tgov’t put in place put in place 
a “go now, pay later” policya “go now, pay later” policy so that students don’t pay until so that students don’t pay until 
after they leave school?after they leave school?



Don’t knowDon’t know
(%)(%)

66

77
1414
55
33
77

<1<1

““Go Now, Pay Later” Policy (2):Go Now, Pay Later” Policy (2):
Public OpinionPublic Opinion

SupportSupport
(%)(%)

2929

88
3636
4747
99

5252
4545

OpposeOppose
(%)(%)

6565

8585
5050
4848
8888
4141
5555

Q. Would you Q. Would you support support the “go now, pay later” plan,the “go now, pay later” plan, even even ifif it it 
resulted in higher tuition fees and a decrease in government resulted in higher tuition fees and a decrease in government 
funding?funding?

OverallOverall

MetroMetro
SCSC
EastEast
CNCN
NorthNorth
GTAGTA



Don’t knowDon’t know
(%)(%)

33

<1<1
1111
55

<1<1
1414
<1<1

““Go Now, Pay Later” Policy (3):Go Now, Pay Later” Policy (3):
Public OpinionPublic Opinion

SupportSupport
(%)(%)

1919

44
1010
3535
1616
1010
3535

OpposeOppose
(%)(%)

7878

9696
8080
6060
8484
7676
6565

Q. Would you Q. Would you supportsupport the “go now, pay later” plan,the “go now, pay later” plan, even if it even if it 
resulted in a higher overall debt load than students currently resulted in a higher overall debt load than students currently 
have?have?

OverallOverall

MetroMetro
SCSC
EastEast
CNCN
NorthNorth
GTAGTA



Don’t knowDon’t know
(%)(%)

88

<1<1
3737
1515
66

<1<1
<1<1

Income Tax Surcharge:Income Tax Surcharge:
Public OpinionPublic Opinion

SupportSupport
(%)(%)

7171

7070
4949
7474
5252
6262
8585

OpposeOppose
(%)(%)

2121

3030
1313
1111
4242
3838
1515

Q. Would you Q. Would you support higher tuition fees support higher tuition fees ifif the the gov’tgov’t put in place put in place 
a program so that students only paid fees through surchargesa program so that students only paid fees through surcharges
on their income taxes after they leave school?on their income taxes after they leave school?

OverallOverall

MetroMetro
SCSC
EastEast
CNCN
NorthNorth
GTAGTA



Don’t knowDon’t know
(%)(%)

88

55
1111

55
66

Income Tax Surcharge:Income Tax Surcharge:
SocioSocio--Demographic GroupsDemographic Groups

SupportSupport
(%)(%)

7171

6262
8080

7070
7676

OpposeOppose
(%)(%)

2121

3333
88

2525
1818

OverallOverall

MenMen
WomenWomen

KidsKids
No KidsNo Kids

Q. Would you Q. Would you support higher tuition fees support higher tuition fees ifif the the gov’tgov’t put in place put in place 
a program so that students only paid fees through surchargesa program so that students only paid fees through surcharges
on their income taxes after they leave school?on their income taxes after they leave school?



Focus: Focus: 
FUTURE FUNDINGFUTURE FUNDING



Don’t knowDon’t know
(%)(%)

2020

3838
<1<1
1111
<1<1
1414
2828

Current Level of Funding: Current Level of Funding: 
Public OpinionPublic Opinion

Funded Funded 
properlyproperly

(%)(%)

2121

2525
2525
1313
2121
1717
1717

OverOver--fundedfunded
(%)(%)

55

<1<1
1616
88
33
77
33

UnderUnder--
fundedfunded

(%)(%)

5454

3737
5959
6969
7676
6262
5151

Q. Do you think Ontario’s postQ. Do you think Ontario’s post--secondary institutions are secondary institutions are overover--
funded, underfunded, under--funded or funded properly?funded or funded properly?

OverallOverall

MetroMetro
SCSC
EastEast
CNCN
NorthNorth
GTAGTA



Don’t knowDon’t know
(%)(%)

2020

1414
2626

1616
2323

Current Funding Level: Current Funding Level: 
SocioSocio--Demographic GroupsDemographic Groups

Funded Funded 
properlyproperly

(%)(%)

2121

2222
1919

1313
2424

OverOver--fundedfunded
(%)(%)

55

1010
11

66
55

UnderUnder--
fundedfunded

(%)(%)

5454

5454
5454

6565
4848

OverallOverall

MenMen
WomenWomen

KidsKids
No KidsNo Kids

Q. Do you think Ontario’s postQ. Do you think Ontario’s post--secondary institutions are secondary institutions are overover--
funded, underfunded, under--funded or funded properly?funded or funded properly?



Source of Additional Funding:Source of Additional Funding:
Public OpinionPublic Opinion

OverallOverall
(%)(%)

11StudentsStudents

Q. Do you think Q. Do you think more fundingmore funding should come primarily from the should come primarily from the 
government, or from studentsgovernment, or from students via higher tuition, or both?via higher tuition, or both?

GovernmentGovernment 5454

BothBoth 4242



Allocation of Costs:Allocation of Costs:
Public OpinionPublic Opinion

OverallOverall
(Mean %)(Mean %)

30.230.2StudentsStudents

Q. Q. What percentageWhat percentage of university operating costsof university operating costs do you think do you think 
should come from government; from students?should come from government; from students?

GovernmentGovernment 61.661.6



Focus: Focus: 
ACCOUNTABILITYACCOUNTABILITY



University Management: University Management: 
Public PreferencePublic Preference

Overall Overall 
(%)(%)

2828

2626

88

Government should be more involvedGovernment should be more involved

Current arrangement is just fineCurrent arrangement is just fine

DKDK

Q. Thinking about the way universities are managed, Q. Thinking about the way universities are managed, which of which of 
the following would be your the following would be your preferencepreference??

Universities should have more freedomUniversities should have more freedom 3838



Don’t knowDon’t know
(%)(%)

4949

6767
5050
5454
5050
4141
3030

University Transfer Credits:University Transfer Credits:
Not Easy Enough?Not Easy Enough?

YesYes
(%)(%)

2626

77
1515
1111
3737
4545
5050

NoNo
(%)(%)

2525

2626
3535
3535
1313
1414
2020

Q. Do you think it is Q. Do you think it is unreasonably difficultunreasonably difficult for students to for students to 
transfer creditstransfer credits from one university to another?from one university to another?

OverallOverall

MetroMetro
SCSC
EastEast
CNCN
NorthNorth
GTAGTA



Don’t knowDon’t know
(%)(%)

5454

7777
6060
5050
5050
3131
3333

University to College Transfer Credits:University to College Transfer Credits:
Not Easy Enough?Not Easy Enough?

YesYes
(%)(%)

3636

1212
3030
4545
4141
6969
5353

NoNo
(%)(%)

1111

1212
1010
44
99

<1<1
1414

Q. Do you think it is Q. Do you think it is unreasonably difficultunreasonably difficult for students to for students to 
transfer creditstransfer credits from a community college to a university?from a community college to a university?

OverallOverall

MetroMetro
SCSC
EastEast
CNCN
NorthNorth
GTAGTA



Don’t knowDon’t know
(%)(%)

1111

1515
1414
1616
33
1414
66

Degrees Vs. Diplomas:Degrees Vs. Diplomas:
Meeting Student Needs?Meeting Student Needs?

YesYes
(%)(%)

6464

5555
8181
8181
7575
7979
4848

NoNo
(%)(%)

2525

3030
55
33
2222
77
4646

Q. Generally, universities offer more academic courses and Q. Generally, universities offer more academic courses and 
award degrees, whereas colleges offer more technical courses award degrees, whereas colleges offer more technical courses 
and award diplomas. and award diplomas. Does this Does this meet students’ needsmeet students’ needs??

OverallOverall

MetroMetro
SCSC
EastEast
CNCN
NorthNorth
GTAGTA



University Research: University Research: 
Level of ImportanceLevel of Importance

RatingRating

8.728.72
7.837.83

8.528.52
8.038.03

RatingRating

8.258.25

8.978.97
8.878.87
8.668.66
8.108.10
8.108.10
7.497.49

Q. Using a scale where 1 is “not at all important” and 10 is Q. Using a scale where 1 is “not at all important” and 10 is 
“very important,” “very important,” how importanthow important is it that universities is it that universities 
conduct research in addition to teaching students?conduct research in addition to teaching students?

OverallOverall

NorthNorth
EastEast
SCSC
MetroMetro
GTAGTA
CNCN

MenMen
WomenWomen

KidsKids
No KidsNo Kids



Recommendations to Provincial Recommendations to Provincial Gov’tGov’t::
Rae’s Credibility on SupportRae’s Credibility on Support

OverallOverall
(%)(%)

33

77

<1<1

Much more likelyMuch more likely

Less likelyLess likely

Much less likelyMuch less likely

Q. Ideas in this survey might be part of the recommendations Q. Ideas in this survey might be part of the recommendations 
made by Bob Rae to the Ontario made by Bob Rae to the Ontario gov’tgov’t. . Does knowing that make Does knowing that make 
you any you any more or less likelymore or less likely to support these ideas?to support these ideas?

More likelyMore likely 5454

No more nor less likelyNo more nor less likely 4242

Don’t Know   8%Don’t Know   8%


